
Lady Liberty and Public Art at Baltimore’s Mitchell Courthouse

The Secret Life of Lady Liberty comes to one of the most beautiful historic libraries in Baltimore on December 1,

2016. Co-authors Robert R. Hieronimus, Ph.D., and Laura E. Cortner will present a visual tour of their new

book exploring the symbolism of the Goddess Lady Liberty, revealing why everyone claims the Statue of Liberty as

one of “us,” but most forget that she is GOD in female form. (Also note the goddess “Lady Baltimore” seen on the

top of the Battle Monument outside the Mitchell Courthouse, above left, who also graces both the seal and flag of

the City of Baltimore.) As the female half of our national conscience, the Statue of Liberty is all about finding bal-

ance. Learn how her history as a goddess can inspire you to find your mission in life and activate it. Nearly 40

years ago today, Dr. Hieronimus was the commissioned artist hired to restore the American history murals

inside the Mitchell Courthouse, like the one seen above right called “The Surrender at Yorktown.”

Robert R. Hieronimus, Ph.D. (below left), is an internationally known historian, visual artist, and radio host.  He

has appeared on History, Discovery, BBC, and National Geographic and hosted 21st Century Radio on WCBM in

Baltimore since 1988.  Laura E. Cortner (below right) is an honors graduate of Goucher College and has co-au-

thored previous titles with Dr. Hieronimus including Founding Fathers, Secret Societies and United Symbolism of

America.

Place: Mitchell Courthouse – 100 North Calvert Street – Main Reading Room of the Bar Library (Room 618,

Mitchell Courthouse). Time: 5:00 p.m., Thursday, December 1, 2016, with a wine & cheese reception immediately

following. Invitees: Members of the Library Company of the Baltimore Bar and their guests, judges, employees of

Baltimore City and its courts, courthouse employees, government lawyers, public interest lawyers, law librarians,

law and college faculty and students.  For all others there is a $20.00 charge which will be waived upon subscribing

to a Bar Library membership. R.S.V.P.: 410-727-0280 or jwbennett@barlib.org.

www.SecretLifeofLadyLiberty.com
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Details from Dr. Hieronimus’s mural

on St. Paul and Lafayette called “We

The People” showing Baltimore’s Bat-

tle Monument with Lady Baltimore,

the City’s own goddess, on the top.
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Dr. Bob Hieronimus and crew on the scaffolding

restoring the murals at the Baltimore City Court-

house in 1978.

The News American reports on the Courthouse Mural and

Bob Hieronimus working on the restoration.
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Hieronimus and Cortner tour the Mitchell Courthouse Bar Library Reading Room and Historic Murals Nov 2016 

Notice the Goddesses and Torches in this plaque - both common

themes in public artwork of the time.

We immediately asked about the pioneer women

who were first admitted to the Bar in Maryland.

Our tourguides Rob Hendrickson and Joe Bennett.

Hieronimus points to another use of

public art that shaped our understand-

ing of the Native Americans as a

“doomed and inferior” culture.

Views from the magnificent Bar Reading Room.

Cortner tries out the State Seal stamper in the Courthouse

museum, while Hieronimus practices his gaveling skills.
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